
Routing Code Block Formats 

The diagram below shows the five 

possible Routing Code block formats 

that are printed in phosphor ink at 

the lower right of envelopes during 

the sorting process. 

Normally it is the ‘Format 5’ (i.e. the 

full 64-bar code) one that is printed.  
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The five possible Routing Code block formats: 

24-Bar Outward block 

24-Bar Outward block 

44-Bar Outward block 

20-Bar Delivery 

Point block 
44-Bar Outward block 

64-Bar Outward, Inward & Delivery Point block 

40-Bar Inward & Delivery Point block 

 
 

 
Tag Code Area 

 
Routing Code Area 



Delivery Point & Mailsort Codes for WDPS members 

The following table shows a sample of WDPS members’ postcodes with 

their associated Delivery Point Codes (DPCs) and Mailsort codes. 

 

 

This table has been removed from the web version of my display. 

 

 

  



  



  



An Unexplained Routing Code Error! 

This item was received in error by the occupant of 37 Clifton Road, 

London, SE25 6PX, even though it was clearly addressed to 37 Clifton 

Road, Bangor, Northern Ireland BT20 5EP. 

The route code applied actually decodes as SE25 6PX, so somehow the 

Royal Mail decoding ‘system’ has mis-interpreted the address for no 

explicable reason!  This is an exceptionally unusual occurrence and 

clearly resulted in the item suffering an unacceptable delay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Decoding the Matrix Block in a Meter Frank 

Barcode reader programs such as ClearImage are available for free 

on-line to enable the matrix block in a meter frank to be decoded.  

The block itself comprises 768 pixels (16 rows and 48 columns).  
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Country Type Version Format Class Mail 
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Serial  Item 

count 

Postage Tariff 
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Tariff 
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