
Section 4:  Postal Mechanisation on British Stamps 

This section covers the following topics: 

 

Year Event 

1969 Post Office Technology 

2014 The GPO Film Unit 

2016 500 years of Royal Mail 

 Stamps of the future? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  



  



  



  



Stamps with QR and 2D Barcodes 

2D barcodes have not yet been introduced on British stamps, but they 

will surely be so in the future so that Royal Mail can gather even more 

information on items that pass through the post. 

The French item below has a stamp with a 2D barcode included in the 

design.  The data matrix decodes as ‘FRAE11IPP000K0110000000’.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greece issued this stamp in 2013 that has a QR 

code incorporated in the design.  It decodes as 

‘http://www.elta.gr’ which takes you to the Greek 

Postal Authority web site. 

 

Stamps with QR codes and 2D barcodes will, no doubt, become 

another aspect of Postal Mechanisation for the philatelist to collect in 

the future! 


