
Postcode Publicity – Postal Code Leaflets 

In the 1960s a publicity campaign to advertise the coming of the 

postcode began.  Croydon was the first area to be allocated 

postcodes after Norwich and this publicity leaflet was issued in 1966: 



  



  



The National Postcode System explained 

The creation of the national postcode system in the mid-1960s (and 

which is now in common use in our everyday lives) has been the vital 

link for the successful introduction of postal mechanisation over the 

last 50 years.  

 

The national system is of the form ‘RG45 6JA’ and comprises the 

following five separate elements: 

1) A two-letter identifier allocated to each of the 121 geographic 

postcode areas across the country (e.g. ‘RG’ for Reading or ‘MK’ 

for Milton Keynes).  Some large cities are allocated a single 

letter identifier – e.g. ‘L’ for Liverpool or ‘S’ for Sheffield. 
 

2) A number (in the range 0 - 99) to identify the district within the 

main postcode area. 
 

3) A space separator. 
 

4) A number (in the range 0 – 9) that identifies the sector within the 

postcode district. 
 

5) A two-letter code that identifies the street within that sector.  

Residential houses in the same street share the same postcode 

but large businesses are given their own unique postcode.  Note 

that only 20 letters of the alphabet are used in the street code – 

the letters ‘C’, ‘I’, ‘K’, ‘M’, ‘O’ and ‘V’ are not used. 
 

The first half of the postcode (i.e. the characters before the space 

separator) is known as the ‘Outward code’ and the second half is 

referred to as the ‘Inward code’. 

 

  



  



  



Non-Geographic Postcodes 

Most postcodes apply to a geographic area but some are used 

only for routing and cannot be used for navigation or distance-

finding. They are often used for direct marketing and PO boxes. 

The following are examples of non-geographic postcodes that 

have been assigned to newspapers:   

E98 1TT – The Times 

SW1W 0DT – Daily Telegraph 

E98 1ST – The Sunday Times 

N1 9GU – The Guardian 

E98 1SN – The Sun 

ME4 4TT – The Telegraph 

 

 

 

 


