
Evolution of Stamp Cancelling dies 

The following diagram shows the evolution of wavy-line cancels from 

1921 and can be used to distinguish between the three main types of 

cancelling machines until the format was standardised in 1936. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note that a few of the Hey-Dolphin machines (at Hornsey N8, North 

Finchley N12, London SW1, Reading and Norwich) sometimes had 7 

wavy lines rather than 5.  However, Hey-Dolphin machines always had 

the year in the rim of the town die rather than in the central portion.   

Except at Stockport, Margate and Doncaster, Universal machines had 

single-circle dater dies.  Also, Universal machines between 1921 and 

1936 can be distinguished from the single impression Krag machine 

cancels by the inclusion of a small inner arc at the bottom of the die. 

  



  



  



  



  



 


