
Phase 3: 1958 – 1971 

The first codes and Phosphor Dots 

 

This section covers the significant historic developments conducted 

at Norwich, Luton and London FS between 1958 and 1971. 

The following key developments took place during this period . . . . 

 

1958 The Norwich Single Position Letter Sorting Machines 

(SPLSMs) 

 

1959 The Norwich postcode trial 

 

1960 The early phosphor coding trials at Luton 

 

1971 The Single Position Letter Sorting Machines at London 

Foreign Section 

 

Note that the postcode publicity campaign aspects associated with the 

postcode trial at Norwich are covered in the second half of this display. 

 

 

  



  



1959 - Norwich - The Birthplace of Postcodes 

The Postcode System is now part of everyday life and used in sat 

navs and lending its name to the postcode lottery.  The concept and 

trials first began in Norwich in 1959. 

The photograph below shows the sorting work being carried out at 

Norwich in about 1960 – shortly after the experimental postcode 

system was first introduced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, it took until 1974 for the allocation of postcodes to every 

town in Britain to be completed.   

The technology improvements, based on the postcode system, made 

the sorting of mail 20 times quicker. 

  



  



  



  



  



  



 


