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SECRETARY'S NOTES

§§E§g£§ﬁig; We have a new member to welcome:

{279) Mr Brik Teglbjeerg -BX 7260, SDR O@meg DENMARK.,

and one change of address to note:.

Dr Allan Hauck is now. P.0. Box 165, Somers, Wisconsin 53171, U.S.A.

The Bulletin and Svbscriptions. Members will find enclosed with this issue
a letter concerning issuss of the “"Bulletin” and their subscriptions.

Frank Parfett - Father of U.X. Postage Metars.

Some years ago, at a ?;tﬂLf Bowas fﬂﬁCuLOh,II wag‘lntrOduced to ‘an
‘eldarly gentleman with the comment that we quht like to chat with each
other on eally meters

I hld N £ met him he*orn but found out that Frank Parfett was one
of those rare people who can talk with someone whose interests are not
really the same Iwt at the same tlme generate. an interest in both directicns
_*that does not come often, i

His interest always was the mechanical innards of the machines, the
‘impressions which we study and treasure were almost a by-product to him,
. He wes always and primarily a brilliant mechanical engineex and by chanece

" very early on the soene with meters.

In 1920, then in his thirties, he.was well known as one who could’
translate ideas into practical propos ltxmn and was associated with a’
device known as the Auto-Map Dead Reckoner, degigned for handy map reading

‘while driving a car {and later developed in some ways for use in alrcraft
during the war of 1939/1945 bafere radar and the like took over)
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Frank Parfett (Contd)

When Universal Postal Fraﬁkers Eixst trled to win acreptancw for the .

" Moss machine from the Post Office 1t was turncd Qown beﬂauoe it was fitted
with only one-recording unit) whilst the P;tney Bowes machine had both an
ascendlng and a descending ne ter. Frank Palfetb WES engdged by vedersens
Guages - who were. to produds. the protatyne* - with the specific task of
re~designing the Moss model and within five months he had evolved the
Universal N.Z2. machine. He wa subsequently ragyonaible for the design of
all the machlnes manuLaLtu“ed by Unxvarsal Postal annkersg whlch 1ater of
course becams part of Pttncy Bowea. RITTI g u-‘ S

T

He served a total of 33 years w1th the Company and then a further 9
vears with the Board, a total of 42 years,

Now, shortly before his 95th birthday, this grand old man has died,
but his work lives on in those machznes still being used in many countries
and indeed ig likely to go on for sowc time yvet, and the memory of a truly
wonderful person will remain with those of us fortunate enough to have
met him. : '
- jcm' -

I8 IT A SWAPL., I8 IT A FRANK?

(With apologies to .a certaln strip cartoon)

“Stamp Collecting® (to whom we are indsbted for

% © thig illustration) reported in some detail the
" g e sigppinsers introduction, from-2nd-danunary 1981, of a mumber
g of coin-opzrated machines which dispense printed
LRP e i'} g" } ~ labels with the value added by a meter. They are
‘ ' menufactured by Klussendorf in Berlin and capable
%%:ﬁ @&@wgggﬁ- of 14 values between 1Cpf and 280p% and to start.
@ﬁyéﬁ J ahrgp““ " with there will be.l5 machines. They will be put

into use on varving days at Berchtesgaden, Bonn

%ax::

£ MWSEQ}W%

(two) , Curhaven, Darmstadt {two), Frankfurt am

Main (three, including the alrport), Cologne (two)

Aub,bk, Tubeck-Travemunde , Munich and Starnbery..
Th@re is no indication on the labels as to the machlnt of orlgln but uced
examples will of course be cancelled.

From an example cover shown us by George Pearson we can add that the
labhels are ptznted in green with the upper rectangle having a yellow under-
print and the bottom right rocian gle having a gvecn uﬁderprint. The DBP
(Deutsche Bundespost) and value are in blacdk.

The note rogurdlng 14 different values" does not enlargg on these,
apart from the 60pf on the specimen shown we have seen 10pf and 230pf and
the stars suggest that if necessaxy four Figures of value could be shown.
Presumabkly if the sal@ctlon of values does not hHave a numerical relation-

-ship one with the other then they must be the most popular or. needed ones,

One more lnteresting thing regarding these is that the Cerman Post

Office have Ffirst of all goné to the trouble of adding "Muster" to the
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Is it a Stamp, Is it a Frank? (Contd)

copy labels or illustrationsz in their press release, an honour they usually
put on adhesive postage stamps, and the other is the discussion now taking
place on cataloguing.

The Frama machines used in Switzerland and latterly many other countries
have raised the question of inclusion in "Stamp® Catalogues and this German
label with added wvalue will pose editcors with yet another problem.

We shall consider them to bs Post Office Label Issuing machines which
just happen to have a rather atirxactive printed label.

G. B. NOTES.

Hasler Model F1204 We mentioned in our last report that most of the new
machines have a five~Tigure number and we have geen a number in the 18w--
range and one of 29226, It was suggested that in fact these are the actual
machine numbers and that if so thexe may be more than one geries and they
may well be spread over move than one vountry.

In recent months we have seen the following:

HF 39507 from Manchester

HF 40730 from East Grinstead, Sussex
IIF 50367 from Chippenham, Wilts

HE 50977 from Uxbridge, Middlesex

HE 70402 from London, E.C.2.

HF 70849 from Hemel Heppstead, Herts

k]

so there does not seem to be any settled pattern as regards location that
we can see. Until we hear otherwise (or unless somcone can come up with a
system we can follow) we will assume that they are machine numbers and not
try and record them with our usual reports.,

Another machine we have also seen rocently is HF 90000 used from London
W.C.2, to fvank an International Telegram Account enveloges which in the past
had the usval CEficial Pald logo in black and FIRST CLASS in blue. This
logo is now of course out of date and with a red frank (and also a black
valldatlng handstamp)} the cover locks qultc attractive!

Neopost Model 2205 What looks lzke a new "master die" has appeared, It can
be identified by a larger "2N" placed at the extreme left of the space at
the bottom of the frank wiith the number and suffix in thinner 1etters and
figures as before.

We show one overleaf and wonder if we can establish the approximate
change-over point between the o©ld and the new?

"pg" again! We have seen one or two impressions recently from machlnes in
the styie usually found on the Series 5000 models but with a s;mple "pp"
prefix and a five digit niumber as B G004 etc.

At the moment we do not know what theese avre, they m§z_be connected with
gsome of the trials of the "electronic” machines we report on elsevhere or
they may be connected with the trials of the Remote Resetiing System.

This prefix was, of courae, use& many years ago on scme of the original
Pitney Bowes machines.
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G. B. Notes {continued)

The new Roneo-Necpost 2205 die described on the prévious”page.
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ME;rPS-AT BIRMINGHAM 1931

The now regular Tnternational Busivess Show held in Birmingham in
October provided us once agaln wiih an opportunity to look at, and try
out, nearly all the franslﬂg machines on offer in Great Britain to the
potential user, plus ohe to come and one nﬁwcomer.

wWhat we saw, stand by stand, was as follows, and here we should
record our thanks for the courtesy and hélp we were given on the stands
where the real ainm is to find business and not neces arily to answer
obscure qLestlons Lrom pbculnar collectors such as us In alphabetical
order then: . ‘ C

Frama Thls was, Lo us, a surprise neweomer to the British markeét., For

_ ages now we have heard that they were coming and on the stand of Mailing

; and Mechanisdtion Lid were displayed the "Frama 100" electronic mechine.
We understood that it had only been agpproved for Great Britain the week
before and the impressions we saw were all in the usual Swiss type design,
the only possxble ciue to their being for this country being the “Specimen™
lettered townmark {(complete with the usual Sm:ss style Ccross dt the bottom
. of the tovnmark circle) :

The ones wWe saw were all 4~bank models running irom ool to 9999 but-
presumably for the British market they will have to be O00% to 99%%., They
have all the usual functions such as label dispensers, optional slogan,
security lock, etc. Inking is by a replaceable roller and the machine can
take letters up o 10mm thick.

that they describe as a "Disengageable additicnal printing device .~
buty Paid” will pxasumably produce the additional "First Class" etc but

we are not sure on thlﬁ, The value-card system is used for churglng the
‘machine, ‘ ‘

W@ do not know either what identifying 1@ terb, if ang, will be used
"so ‘await reports from members. : :
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Meters at Birmingham 1981 {contd)

Hasler had on show their full range of machines and attachments, which we
have described before.

Pitney Bowes again had their full range of Ffranking machines, the 6300 and
various models in the 5000 geries with all the mailing attachments and
bases to peoduce the mailing set-ups, building up to what they call the-
"flowline" agsemblies which consist of collating, folding, inserting and
franking machines.

They alsc had on show the new "6500 Elecironic Postage Meter" which
fits into the 6100 Mail Processor. Like the various "5000" set-ups it
locks as if the meter will stey constant but we may well sce new bases.
This new meter also fits all existing bases as well,

The €500 had recently completed its field trials {(in Great Britain)
and introduction was expzcted soon The selzction of values (from £00.00%
to £99,.9%9%) is by a telephone tyoe push butbrm kevboard and the wvalue that
has been selected is shown on an illuninated digital display. An intentional
extra bution depression iz regquired for high values and the digital dlsplay
can also be used to show the balance rvemaining in oredit, amount used so
far today, no of items in a batch, eitc. The machine can be linked to one
of the electronic scales and at the touch of the appropriate button will
produce the value required without manual setting. It can also be linked
to an accounting device which w;ll keep track of costs between departments
and the like,

The impreszions we saw were in the usual design lettered "PHBE" but of
course we do not know if that is what the producticn machinés will usé.

Alsd being demonstrated - and we found this guite fascinating -~ was
the Remote Meter Re~Setting (RMRS). By telephoning the RMEY Data Centre
{(at present at Mazlow) and following a series of instructions to identify
the machine belug linked and confizming that credit is avallable the meter
can be re-set withoult moving from the office.. We assume, but did not make
sure, that this facility will be available moxe cox less all the time. The
instructions from the computer at Harlow woere in quite a pleasant “standard
English” female voice, not et all like a Dalek, and perhaps in the futuve we
might look forward to regional aceentsg if there are ever more than one Data
centre? :

Ropoofégggf i were exhihiting under their new name since Roneo-~Neopost wasg
acguired fronm Vickaers by the French electrenic organisation. They too had
their full range of cuyxrent machines, the 2205, the 405/505 and the 605, all

with various attachmentz and bagses.

Both Pitney Bowes and Roneo had on show their increasing ranges of the
naw Pogtal Scalez. Now, with the use of modern technologyv, it is a far ory
from the ©ld days. Depending on the complexity of the machine being used,
all these ;nux*“*w either the weight digitally displaved oy, when particular
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Meters at Bizmingham 1981 (Contd)

buttons have been pressed the ¢bst of vostage for that service. Additional
buttons can add on Registration, etc and it only takes a moment to compare
the cost of using one service with another. When rates change the machines
can be‘reuprogramme&'without any trouble. L ’ '

7o sum up, an 1nLarc°L1nq show which certalnly poxnts the way to an
interesting future. . :

G. B. "Highest Numbers"

As has happened in the past, somé of the series secem almost dormant and

at the same time others seem to be leading ahead. This may be due to the fact
that some particular machines are “repaxted" quite guickly after they are
brought into use or that they remain “undiscovered® by meter collectors.

The latest we have is as +ollowu, where there is no ohange we have enclosed
the number in brackata.

Hasler  HGB (1387) (2026) (3050) (4105) (5040)-(6036) (7005)  (8003)
HAS  (1318) (2019) (3018) (4011) (5011) (6012) (7007) (8014)"

" BF - see the ncte on page 35

Francotyp - (ACIA 40) ' Singsr Model 410/420 - (G.0822)

Model 9010/9020 (6.1099)
Pitpey Bowes  (FBL 1631 B)  (PBR 766 A) PET 2789 E (1)

<
PB 00004 (ii) (PBR 018 c)

Roneo-~Neopost (7 T8 m @ 93 C) (7w 663)

(N 842 M) CO{NX 9956) (R 11438)
o758 8 . . {PH-40) ©{ma 25923) (i.11)
' (RR 53214)

{i) . Into the 2000°'s ~ suffix 'Y for the 1000 = aqd B, C and D for the 2000 s
have not been reported.

.. {ii)  See the note on page 35

(1ii} ‘These may be machlne numbers. .

These reports indicate that several of the series we have been recording
are now “dormant” and in fact. it sewms that several of the machines are no
longer bwtpg marketed in this country. Unless we have some advance to note
we will leave oui of future reports the Francotyp, Singer and Roneo-Neopost

105 (W - -~} and various 305's (W, NX and the ? PX prefixes)
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BOOX REVIEW

"FREISTEMPELKATALOG SCHWEIZ/LIECHTENSTEIN 1980
by Heinexr Durst (L78 pages, 150mm x 210mm, Card Covers)

obtainable from the author at: CH-8803 Ruschliken/%Zh,
‘ Alte Landstrasse 60,
SWITZERLAND,

We have, in a recent issue, mentioned this fine new work by our member
in Switzerland and have already quoted both from the main part, on Switzerland,
and from the part on Lischtenstein, which although an independent sovereign
state has had its postal affaire since 1921 administered with those of the
Confederation, with which it forms a postal unicn.

It is not merely a catalogue, as the title would suggest, but a
complete handbook with details of valuss used for the FV's ete, various
die and townmark types and all “priced” to give relative scarcity.

.Althouqh written in German 1t is not difficult to follow for the
non~German speaker or reader as in every section there are many excellent
illustrations,

He starts off with definitions and terms and ghows the basic types
used, detajls of manufacturers, numbers of machines and the details of
townmarks and then moves oh to treat each basic type in more detail.

Thus for what we call the "ovals® he describes and illustrates the
various forms the number takes {curved, straight), shows all the values
from 3 rappen to 5 Francs, all the types of townmarks used on each make
and then under each manufacturer lists in detail the values uzed (each
one is priced and they vary, 5 rp on Franeos iz 20.00 but on Hasler only
0.50) and gives details of proof impressicans. For the Franco he actually
lists the users and details are included of slogans.

Mext, in similar detail, come sections on the rectangular design with
HELVETIA at the bottom and the more recent one with HELVETIA at the top -
it was from this latter seﬂtion that we reproduced some illustrations
recently.

At this point we are about two-thirds of the way through the book and
there is still more to come,

Then follows a very detailed and comprehensively illustrated section
on the various acdhesive labels, both large and small, imperf, perf and
rouletted. Next the machines used to impress customers own stationery,
including 1llustrations of some combinations and used also for official
mail and to revaluve postal stationery postcards and air 1et%ers. Then
the sp zcial postage due machines ‘ :
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Book Review (Contd)

Parcel Post and. the special machines used for it have their place, as
do the new automatic machines which issue labels and the dsvelopment and
use of which is still spreéading inside and outside Switzmerland.

Uhat next, you might ask, for surely that covers it all.

Well, then we have,Uhitad Nations machines used in Switzerland which
are identifiable by their sleogans and townmarks and latterly their own
:.éeswgn and following that Liechtenstein, with all facets covered in detail,

The printing is of set lLthO from)a reduced typescript original and is

very.clear thrceughout, as are all the - (reduced) illustrations, the binding
allows the book to lie flat. when open.

All in all one of the beat books on meiters we have seen, it will be the
standard work on this group for many y@ars. Get it.

NOTES AND NEWS FR M O\@RSEE‘&S
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Notes and News from Overseas {Contd)

CZPCHOSTOVAKIA. 'Thanks to Dr Bouska we can now show the Frama Post Office
machine - he tells us just the one in use on an experimental bagis - and a
Lindaco~Krag, again Post Office, two in use.

. The Pitney Bowes Model 6300, with a slogan worded in English and an
"anonymous” demonstration fronk was used on a trial basis as a Post Office
machine at OLOMOUC 2, which we show, and also at MLADA BOLESLAV 3 in 1978
and at the latter only without slogan, at least in April 1980.

The normal version with definitive frank is also shown. (previous page)

GERMANY, We can add a little more to our notes in MSB's 117 and 128
concerning the impression which showed a large ‘40! Postalia confirmed
that it was a trxial and for which they had not sought approval.

A friend of Heiner Durst has spoken to someone else who was working
with Mr Komusina in the 19207s .and he remembers it as one of his first
practical meters, one value only, desioned for fiscal rather than postal
use. He tells us that a rebuilt machine of this type is to be seen in
the Postalia museum.

GREENLAND. A recent article by Peter Ikbbotson in “Stamp Collecting”
remarked on the number of meters in use in Greenland and recorded no less
than 49. 33 of these are used in the capital, Godthab and the remainder
scattered amongst 13 other towns. 26 are Pitney Bowes, 20:Francotyp and
the remainder are two Satas and one Hasler.

$§ /—:ré?
f (o8 POSTAGE PAID S
L2 B 60

HONG KONG. Fitney Bowes P,B.60%2 is an addition to our list of migrant
macnines and it also gives ug wo new "towns”, Aberdeen and Kwal Fong.

ICELAND., The currency was revalued on the 2nd January 1981 ("The Times"
equal te 10N "0ld Kyrona® and the use of the smaller unit, aurar, 100 to
the Krona being resumed.

Adhesive stamps have only shown values such ag 160 for some time and
these will now be cunsidered as auror instead of Xrona. We do not know
what meters will do.  The exchange is to be completed by 30th June 1981.
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Notes and Hews from Overseas {(Contd)

LESOTHO. PBeginning in 1979 the names of thm un=ts of currpncy were changed
- we think-actually from the lst of June but are nhot certain.

- the Rend became MALOTI and the Cenit became ISENTI. W Maloti is the name
of a range of mountaing in Lesotho and this matches the upland "rand" of
South Africa and shown as ¥ instead of R.  The smaller wnit is shown as "s”
frem "sente"™ as Sotho words become plural by the addition- or alteratlon of
the prefix. - : : ‘ ‘
NEW ZE&%Q:ELW A cover bearing thre@ imnxe”éiOﬁs'ffom Y‘]lZ? postmarked at
handWVitten values of 24c. 'The cover also bears a hdn&s?dmn of Lhe_“rMB“
(Foreign Mail Blanch) of the same date but at 9 PP, §resumably to validate:
them. Is ﬁhls thu resulf of a rate chanqe” e ) v

NCRWAY. Frama label-issuing mmabwnew, 35 in a.]l‘r u¢ing values of l?5¢
and 1b0¢ went into use on the 2 Deq 1980, - We have not vet seen one but
understand that the actual labels ave uumﬂored :

PAKI STAN. The ROnQO“HLG?OQL Model 505 with the b¢a1k pansl at the rlght,
prooumablv a“ wWe “aggGSued earlxer after the remcval. of Bengali?

SAUDI AﬁABIA We have recently had chance to eramine a large batch of
covers, all of which had impressions of the Pitnay Bowes Series 5000.

We have already remarked on the dates in Saudi Arabia, our earlier
onas belng as 2L.11.97, 19.3.98 ete to 99 then the year figures change
to three digits and we have 39.5.400 (this " from PE226 at TAIF 1) and then
on o ~5,1.401 ‘

presumably the thrn@“;LgU*“ vear wheel° are specially manufactured to
suit the Arabian calandar.

The numbers in the townmarks avpear to go from 1 unwarﬂ the "highest
numbel&" we have seen so far are: Lo

TAIE 15
DAMMAN 29
TABOUK 1
JEDDAH A0
RIVADH 41
MEDTNA 4
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