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Editor: Alastair Nixon, 7 Bramblegate, Edgcumbe Park, Crowthorne, Berks, RG45 6JA. Tel: +44 (0) 1344 775378

Email:
alastair@nixon48.freeserve.co.uk

Web site: http://www.meterfranking.co.uk
.

Meter of the Month

On pages 120-3 and 120-5, a number of Connect+ FC franks from Pitney Bowes were shown that had elongated slogans.  Until now, such slogans have not been reported from any other users.  My Meter of the Month is an elongated slogan from Stanley Gibbons, advertising their new Commonwealth & British Stamp catalogue.  This is shown in full below – my thanks going to Tom Norgate for this report:
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Meanwhile, your editor has recently found a new elongated slogan from Pitney Bowes.  The slogan reads “Unlock the secrets to effective mailing” and is shown below.  It depicts some items of mail on the left and a keyhole on the right.
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Editorial
Please note that the index for Volume 11 (Issues 121-132) is available from your editor as a separate Excel (.xls) file.
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Latest Numbers

Below is the list of ‘Latest Numbers’ as at the end of October 2011 – with updates shown in red.  Please could I have the next reports by 28th November, thanks.

Frama
 (UK) 


Matrix F2, F4, F6
F1001351
19.09.11
See MN 130

Francotyp-Postalia


Optimail
T402913
02.06.11
See MN 129


Optimail 25/35
F04113555
06.09.11
See MN 130


Centormail 240/300
FC5110511
13.05.11
See MN 128


MyMail / PostagePro
FM2651581
05.09.11
Reported by PM

Ultimail
FU3116321
06.10.11
Reported by PM
Neopost


IS-330
N1051791
22.09.11
Reported by AN

IS-350
N1179650
21.07.11
See MN 129


IJ-65
N1208320
18.03.11
See MN 125


Various upgraded
N1240607
21.10.11
Reported by AN


IJ-80/90/110
N1254425
12.10.11
Reported by AN


Various upgraded
N1290071
27.09.10
See MN 124


IJ-35/45
N1318120
29.03.11
See MN 127


IS-460 (Ex IJ-50)
N1373543
25.02.11
See MN 128


IS-420 (Ex IJ-30)
N1385340
19.07.11
See MN 129


IS-440 (Ex IJ-40)
N1390501
26.05.11
Reported by PM, see p132-6

IS-480
N3019087
27.09.11
See MN 130


IS-240 / IS-280
N3303384
12.10.11
Reported by PM

IS-5000/6000
N5001024
02.09.11
See MN 130

Pitney Bowes


DM50, 55
PB078522
13.10.11
Reported by AN

DM 810, 900 etc.
PB527547
16.09.11
Reported by PM

Connect+ 1000 etc.
PB551419
14.09.11
See MN 130


Connect+ 10FC etc.
PB555771
28.09.11
See MN 130


DM 400, 450, 475
PB616308
22.08.11
See MN 130


DM100i, 150i etc.
PB860359
14.10.11
Reported by PM
Advanced Mail


AAEA-UZ
N3019087
28.09.11
Reported by PM, see below


ABCE-GH
PB555386
15.02.11
See MN 128, see below
.

Peter Mantell reports the start of the Advanced Mail series ‘AAE’ with the frank shown below.  It appears, therefore, that the ‘AAD’ series has been skipped altogether.  It is also beginning to look like the ‘ABC’ code, reported in on page 128-2, was an out-of-sequence error.
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The Royal Mail Branding Trial 2011-10-29

Further to pages 131-3 to 131-5, one further mark has been applied as part of the Royal Mail Branding trial.  This mark takes the form of a ‘double dot’ on the left-hand side of the mail item, but this is only applied to inward mail in offices involved in the trial.  The date of the item shown is 14th September 2011, but earlier examples probably exist, and reports would be welcome.
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Further to page 131-5, the first example of a lower case ‘u’ (indicating an underpayment) has been found by Peter Mantell on a mail item bearing a 2p stamp.  Reports of similar items on meter franked mail are eagerly awaited.
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Courtesy of Tom Norgate, your editor has acquired an example test card that shows the proposed position of the Royal Mail Cruciform Logo that is due to be applied on mail items from January 2012.  The example shows the logo applied sideways on, but it is understood that other orientations have also be tried.
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Pitney Bowes Connect+ FC Coloured Slogans

Further to page 132-1, here is a selection of coloured slogans produced by PB Connect+ FC machines.  

First up, from your editor, is a previously unreported slogan from Pitney Bowes that was in use on their Connect+ FC machine prior to the ‘Postscript’ slogan in June 2011 (shown on p128-3).  The slogan reads “Save £22 on every 500 letters”.  It is possible that this slogan was only used Second Class mail items and reports of its use on First Class mail would be appreciated.
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Your editor also reports this colour frank from Disney Destinations International, London W6, that depicts an attractive logo inscribed ‘Disney Pixar Cars’.
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On page 125-5 we illustrated a colour frank of PB555376, from Blakemores Solicitors, reported by Peter Mantell.  Here Peter has found this frank from Perception Solutions based at the same address and sharing the same franking machine.
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Peter Mantell reports this frank from Tunnock’s biscuits based in Glasgow:
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Pitney Bowes Connect+ FC Coloured Slogans Continued

Peter Mantell reports this frank from the Mayflower Theatre in Southampton.
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Peter Mantell reports this frank from Constellation Europe.  This company advertises itself as the “leading intelligence platform for global trade professionals” with a product called Panjiva.
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Peter also reports this frank from a company called Matthew Clark – a wholesale drinks supplier, based in Bristol.  Unfortunately, this frank does not have any company logo – but their return address is in black ink.
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Your editor reports this frank from a company called SFP that provides business restructuring services. The wording on the left of the slogan reads “Brokers, Datastore, Forensic, Property, Recoveries”.
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Recent Interesting Items Continued

On this page three franks with unusual town names are illustrated.

Peter Mantell sends the first one (which also happens to be a highest number for this month) from a place called Wooler.  Wooler is a small town in Northumberland, England with a population of just 1857. It lies on the edge of the Northumberland National Park, by the Cheviot Hills and so is a popular base for walkers and is referred to as the "Gateway to the Cheviots". As well as many shops and pubs, the town boasts a youth hostel, many hotels and campsites.
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Next, your editor has come across this one from with a rarely seen town name of Kenley.  Kenley is a district in the south of the London Borough of Croydon.  It borders Purley, Coulsdon, Riddlesdown, Caterham and Whyteleafe. The 2001 census showed that Kenley had a population of 13,525.
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Finally, your editor has recently found this frank from 2002 from a place called Milnathort.  Milnathort is a small village in the Perth & Kinross region of central Scotland.  The smaller neighbour of nearby Kinross, Milnathort has a small population of roughly 1000 people. It is situated amidst picturesque countryside at the foot of the Ochil Hills, and near the north shore of Loch Leven.
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Advanced Mail

On page 98-7 we reported a Frama MailMax machine, FSC908364, using a bold font in the Advanced Mail block.  Now your editor reports two further examples (FSC907481 and FSC908330) where the fonts used on these examples are very different from each other and from the one in the original report.  

All three are shown below for comparison purposes.  It is interesting to observe that none of these have actually used the correct font, which should be 12 point, non-bold according to the Cleanmail Advance User Guide which can be downloaded from the Royal Mail web site.
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Further to page 107-3, your editor reports a second example of use of blue ink from a DM50/55 (PB0 series) machine.  We still await our first sighting of an Advance Mail item from this low-throughput model.
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Advanced Mail Continued

Your editor has found this frank dated 18.03.11 from Neopost’s own machine, N1252368, where a small font has been used in the Advanced Mail block.  The first two rows in this block are also indented compared with the third row.  This appears to have been corrected to a standard font size two weeks later - see below.
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Stafford May has done well to notice this error on a Second Class Printed Postage Impression in conjunction with a First Class Advanced Mail block!
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Dave Baker has noticed an equals sign being used in error (instead of a hyphen) in this PPI Advanced Mail item.
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Overseas News

Peter Huss reports that the Pitney Bowes Connect+ 3000 has been approved for use in Germany.  A demonstration frank from this model on show at the Post-Expo 2011 Exhibition is shown below.
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Interesting Historic Items

Further to the 1951 Simplex slogan shown on page 126-7, your editor has found this Frankopost slogan ‘Frank Your Post’ from 1949 from the same machine, U621.
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Peter Mantell has found this unusual town die from 1958 on machine SA336, with ‘KIRKBY TRADING ESTATE’ as the town name.
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Your editor has found this first production machine (Model 4350/4450), with the serial number 1NE10001, this series first appearing in 1988.   This is, of course, also an interesting music thematic in its own right.  Also, note that the address shown in this frank is the same as that in the Comic Relief slogan on the next page.

Meter Thematics

Peter Mantell has found this ‘schools and religion’ thematic.  It depicts an attractive cross and it carries the motto “Prayer & Service” at the top.  It comes from St. Monica's Roman Catholic High School in Prestwich, Manchester.  


Peter Mantell has found this thematic from Comic Relief.  This is a UK charity that was formed in 1985 and it supports a wide range of very special organisations and initiatives that share a vision of creating a just world free from poverty.


On page 85-7 we illustrated a slogan advertising the Peter Pan production from the Woking Theatre.  Your editor has now found a slogan that also advertises a Peter Pan production, but this time from the Playhouse Theatre in Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset.


Finally, for my Meter Thematic of the Month, your editor has found this beautiful design, depicting a sheep and a lamb.  It comes from H & C Pearce - a farm supply business. 
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