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Editor: Alastair Nixon, 7 Bramblegate, Edgcumbe Park, Crowthorne, Berks, RG45 6JA. Tel: +44 (0) 1344 775378

Email:
alastair@nixon48.freeserve.co.uk

Web site: http://www.meterfranking.co.uk
.

Meter of the Month

From time to time, I have been known to leap out of my chair when I find something exciting - and this was one such occasion!  The item concerned shows two adjacent town-dies and comes from a new Frama Matrix F2/F4/F6 machine.  The complete frank is shown below:

[image: image4.jpg]2020 ¢

GREAT _BRITAIN

PBG 66855 .





On page 110-4, we gave an explanation of the use of such dies when machines are de-commissioned.  The idea is that when a service engineer calls to de-commission a machine, it is emptied of all remaining credit by printing off a number of special franks onto labels that contain a town die with a blank date.  The machine operator can then manually write in the actual date of use when the time comes.  The item illustrated on page 128-1 showed an example of such use.  

However, here the franking machine is brand new, so this frank has nothing to do with the machine being de-commissioned.  A possible explanation for this is that the machine was delivered in ‘de-commissioning mode’.  Alternatively, the installing engineer might have left it in this mode by mistake.  Users themselves are unable to put their machines into this mode as a special security code has to be entered.  

It is worth noting that this is the first Frama machine to be seen with this capability and that these special prints have now been reported from all four of the machine manufacturers.  It will be interesting to see how long this particular machine remains in this state if subsequent examples from this machine are found.
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Latest Numbers

Below is the list of ‘Latest Numbers’ as at the end of September 2011 – with updates shown in red.  Please could I have the next reports by 29th October, thanks.

Frama
 (UK) 


Matrix F2, F4, F6
F1001351
19.09.11
Reported by PM
Francotyp-Postalia


Optimail
T402913
02.06.11
See MN 129


Optimail 25/35
F04113555
06.09.11
Reported by PM

Centormail 240/300
FC5110511
13.05.11
See MN 128


MyMail / PostagePro
FM2651575
01.09.11
Reported by AN, see below

Ultimail
FU3116251
30.08.11
Reported by PM
Neopost


IS-330
N1051635
08.07.11
See MN 129


IS-350
N1179650
21.07.11
See MN 129


IJ-65
N1208320
18.03.11
See MN 125


Various upgraded
N1240594
21.07.11
See MN 129


IJ-80/90/110
N1254422
16.09.11
Reported by AN


Various upgraded
N1290071
27.09.10
See MN 124


IJ-35/45
N1318120
29.03.11
See MN 127


IS-460 (Ex IJ-50)
N1373543
25.02.11
See MN 128


IS-420 (Ex IJ-30)
N1385340
19.07.11
See MN 129


IS-440 (Ex IJ-40)
N1390335
17.02.11
See MN 124


IS-480
N3019087
27.09.11
Reported by PM

IS-240 / IS-280
N3302741
23.08.11
See MN 130, see below

IS-5000/6000
N5001024
02.09.11
Reported by PM
Pitney Bowes


DM50, 55
PB077276
14.09.11
Reported by PM

DM 810, 900 etc.
PB527535
09.08.11
See MN 130


Connect+ 1000 etc.
PB551419
14.09.11
Reported by AN

Connect+ 10FC etc.
PB555771
28.09.11
Reported by PM

DM 400, 450, 475
PB616308
22.08.11
See MN 130


DM100i, 150i etc.
PB859701
12.09.11
Reported by PM
Advanced Mail


AACY-TL
PB555771
28.09.11
Reported by PM

ABCE-GH
PB555386
15.02.11
See MN 128

.

My apologies to Robert Rowe for omitting his report of FM265343 (03.08.11) from MN130.
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Your editor has recently been able to take some photos of Neopost machine N3302555.

The photo here of a plate on the back of the machine confirms that the IS-240 and IS-280 use the same (N33) meter base.

The Royal Mail Branding Trial 2011

Some of you may have noticed hash (#) marks or other symbols appearing in the top right-hand corner on some recent mail items.  It can now be revealed that such marks are being made at certain Mail Centres in connection with Royal Mail’s ‘Branding Trial’.  T

The idea is that at some stage in the future, Royal Mail wants to mark (or ‘brand’) mail items from other carriers on the mail that they are delivering.  As a first step, they are investigating the possibility of reading the indicia on mail items - whether meter mail, stamped mail, or PPIs (Printed Postage Impressions).  

It is believed that the first trial began in Bristol at the end of June to mark mail items in such a way that the general public wouldn’t notice.  The following symbols are currently being used in the trial as follows:

Symbol
Meaning
# (hash mark)
Mail item correctly processed & recognised as valid

+ (plus sign)
Mail item not recognised

o (small circle)
No indicia detected

u (lower case ‘u’)
Underpaid item – for revenue protection

m (lower case ‘m’)
Mis-sorted mail

.  (dot)
Branding software in operation

The first day of the trial is believed to be 30th June and Peter Mantell reports this example.  It appears that on this day alone the digit ‘0’ was used, but the precise meaning of this is unknown.
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In July the trial continued at Bristol and the indicia on meter items were validated for correct postage.  Such mail items received a hash (#) mark as this example from your editor shows. 
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The trial then continued in other Mail Centres across the country (see page 131-5).

The Royal Mail Branding Trial 2011 continued

The item below left is from your editor and shows a plus sign (mail item not recognised).  Plus signs have not yet been recorded on meter franked items and any such reports would be welcome.  The item below right, also from your editor, shows a small circle (nothing found) on a meter frank.  This is the only example seen to date that has been applied to a meter frank but they are frequently seen on Smart Stamp items.
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The ‘dot’ mark (software in operation) is normally seen on stamped mail items and is incorporated in the wavy line print, as this item (with hash mark) from your editor shows:
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However, your editor has found this meter-franked item that bears a dot over the indicia, which looks like it has been applied in connection with the trial.
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Courtesy of the PMSC Sep 2011 Newsletter, the illustration below shows the proposed positioning of the branding logo that has not gone down well with direct marketing groups.
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The Royal Mail Branding Trial 2011 continued

The Royal Mail Branding Trial 2011 continued

Peter Mantell reports this item that bears a lower case ‘m’ to indicate a mis-sorted item.  It is believed that such marks would normally be applied to Condition 9 Access Mail received out of course from another office.  However, in this case, it is possible that the item was found out of course during a run of stamped mail items from a post box collection, rather than in a required dedicated meter pouch.
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Sometimes these marks can appear twice, once on the top-left of the envelope and once at the top-right.  In this example from your editor, two marks at the top-right have been applied, presumably because the item has been processed twice.
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To date, no examples have been reported with a lower case ‘u’ to indicate an underpayment and reports of these would be welcome.

Finally, your editor lists the following earliest reported dates (as at mid-September 2011) of Branding Trial marks from the various Mail Centres that are involved in the trial.

Mail Centre
E Date
Mail Type

Bristol
30.06.11
Meter frank

Leicester
27.07.11
Meter frank

Leeds
27.07.11
Meter frank

Southampton
28.07.11
Meter frank

Sheffield
02.08.11
Meter frank

Nottingham
25.08.11
Stamped mail

Manchester
06.09.11
Stamped mail

Chester
08.09.11
Stamped mail

Recent Interesting Items

Here are some further examples of the use of colour printing produced by Pitney Bowes Connect+ FC machines.  The first three reports are from Dave Baker and the last two are from Peter Mantell.
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Franking Errors

Dave Baker reports a spectacular, oval-shaped, town die being produced by this Ultimail 95 machine (E31.05.11, L30.06.11).
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Further to page 116-4 and earlier, Dave Baker reports a further example of this strange town die error that have been seen on Personal Post (PB2 series) machines.
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Three years ago your editor found this Personal Post (PB236038) item with the words ‘POSTAGE PAID’ omitted from the right-hand side of the Value die.  At that time I didn’t pay too much attention to it and put down as an unexplained ‘one-off’.  


Now, however, Dave Baker has recently found another example (PB490507) where the same thing has happened.  It would seem, therefore, that this model is prone to occasionally going wrong in this way.


Refill Report – Pitney Bowes

Patrick Awcock reports a Refill Report from 2001 (complete with smudge!).  The item was applied to a live mail item on the reverse side of the envelope.  The report came from a Personal Post machine, serial PB219303.  


The Refill Report depicted on page 6-1 (from a Post Perfect machine, serial PB719164) is repeated below for comparison purposes.


Test Print – Pitney Bowes

Peter Mantell reports a test print from a DM450C mailing system, serial PB614823, that has not previously been recorded.  The test print is in the form of a double mesh, with the words ‘ODD’ and ‘EVEN’ at the top right of each half (as indicated).  At this stage it is not known what the user is meant to do with this or the meaning of ‘ODD’ and ‘EVEN’.



Advanced Mail

Peter Mantell has found this Advanced Mail item with the code completely omitted!


Historic Items of Interest

Dave Baker reports this ex-Watford 4-state frank where the down die was left with the words ‘UNITED KINGDOM’ when the value die was converted back after the 1996/7 trial ended.


Dave also reports this handstamp applied in green ink from 1962.  The words in the handstamp appear to say “IRREGULARLY INCLUDED BY POSTER / IN A BUNDLE OF LATE POSTED / METER-FRANKED PRINTED PAPERS”


Meter Thematics

Peter Mantell sends this Union Jack flag from the Union Jack Club in London.


Peter also sends this SmartStamp depicting two golf clubs and a dolphin.  The item is from Parkstone Golf Club in Poole, Dorset.


Your editor couldn’t resist including this attractive dog design on a PPI (Printed Postage Impression) label from a company called Charnwood Stoves, based in Newport, Isle of Wight.


My Meter Thematic of the Month is awarded to Peter Mantell for this unusual design showing what appears to be a glove puppet.  Unfortunately, an internet search did not reveal the user.  
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